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MUMBAI 

Harshal, 
Devashree 
win titles 

Harshal Rana and 
Devashree Arora clinched 
the Boys’ & Girls’ U-17 titles, 
respectively, in the Avaada-
Otters Club All-India 
Squash Tournament at the 
Otters Club on Saturday. 
Haryana lad Harshal got 
the better of Agastya 
Rajput of Maharashtra in 
five games, snatching an 11-
6, 6-11, 11-1, 9-11, and 11-9 
victory. Delhi’s Devashree 
prevailed over Vasundhara 
Nangare of Maharashtra 
carving out an 11-4, 6-11, 11-
7, 9-11, and 11-8 win.

MUMBAI 

Mysha strikes 
double gold at 
CYG Chess  

Mumbai’s Mysha Perwez, 
won two gold medals and 
silver at the 
Commonwealth Youth 
Chess Championship held 
in Kalutara, Sri Lanka from 
16–25 May 2026. Mysha 
won an impressive three 
medals across all formats 
in the Girls U-14 category: 
Gold Medal – Rapid 
(Unbeaten, perfect 7/7), 
Gold Medal – Classical 
(7.5/9) and Silver Medal – 
Blitz (5.5/7). 
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FRENCH OPEN | The Japanese player marches into the fourth 
round; Djokovic's loss ensures a new men’s Grand Slam winner 

ANI 
THANE 

Eagle Thane Strikers have 
announced India all-rounder 
Shardul Thakur as captain 
for the upcoming edition of 
the T20 Mumbai League. 

One of Mumbai cricket’s 
most accomplished per-
formers, Shardul Thakur 
brings a wealth of experi-
ence to the leadership role, 
having represented India 
across formats and played a 
key role in several domestic 
and franchise competitions, 
as per a press release.  

The appointment reflects 

the franchise’s ambition to 
build on last season’s semifi-
nal finish and mount a 
strong challenge for the title 
this year. 

The Eagle Thane Strikers 
will head into the tourna-
ment with a balanced squad 
comprising experienced 
campaigners and exciting 
young talent.  

Under the guidance of 
newly appointed head coach 
Dhawal Kulkarni, the team 
will look to play an aggres-
sive brand of cricket and 
take the next step after nar-
rowly missing out on a place 
in the final during the pre-

vious edition. 
Expressing his delight 

after being named captain, 
Shardul Thakur said he is 
honoured to captain Eagle 
Thane Strikers in the T20 
Mumbai League. “It is an 
honour to lead Eagle Thane 
Strikers in the T20 Mumbai 
League. We have a talented 
group of players and a 
coaching staff with tremen-
dous experience. The focus 
will be on preparing well, 
playing positive cricket, and 
giving our best in every 
game. We want to create a 
winning culture and make 
our fans proud,” he said.

Thane Strikers appoint Thakur as captain
T20 Mumbai League
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It’s more than just fashion 
for Naomi Osaka in Paris 
AP  
PARIS 

It’s more than just a fashion 
show for Naomi Osaka at the 
French Open. The four-time 
Grand Slam champion has 
advanced to the fourth round 
at Roland Garros for the first 
time in her career. 

Osaka beat 18-year-old 
American opponent Iva Jovic 
7-6 (5), 6-7 (3), 6-4 over nearly 
three hours on Saturday, in 
her 100th Grand Slam match. 

Once again, Osaka wore a 
metallic gold bomber jacket 
over her sequined gold play-
ing dress during her walk-on. 
But this time her outfit was 
offset by a tannish-gold col-
ored train that stretched all 
the way down to the red clay 
on Court Suzanne-Lenglen. 

For her opening match, 
Osaka walked on in a ceremo-
nial black skirt and sleeveless 
beaded bodice before reveal-
ing her gold dress, which she 
said reminded her of the Eiffel 
Tower sparkling at night. 
Then she had on the bomber 

jacket and an ivory-colored 
train for her second match. 

“It’s a surprise every time,” 
Osaka said of her fashion 
choices. For the seventh 
straight day of the tourna-
ment, it was hot and humid, 
with the temperature forecast 
to rise to 34 degrees Celsius 
(93 Fahrenheit). The heat is 

expected to break for Sunday 
and the second week. 

Midway through Osaka’s 
victory, a spectator was car-
ried out of the stadium on a 
stretcher due to an apparent 
illness.  

Russia’s Diana Shnaider 
beat Ukraine’s Oleksandra 
Oliynykova 7-5, 6-1. 

Fonseca ousts Djokovic 
Brazilian teenager Joao 
Fonseca scripted a monumen-
tal upset at the French Open 
on Friday night, eliminating 
24-time major champion 
Novak Djokovic in a five-set 
thriller to ensure a new men’s 
champion will be crowned. 

The 19-year-old Fonseca 
fought back to defeat Djokovic 
4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5, 7-5 in the 
third round. The stunning 
result followed Thursday's 
massive upset where top seed 
Jannik Sinner lost to Juan 
Manuel Cerundolo. With 
Daniil Medvedev, Marin Cilic, 
and Stan Wawrinka already 
eliminated, a new champion is 
guaranteed to lift the Coupe 
des Mousquetaires trophy on 
June 7.

Naomi Osaka of Japan celebrates winning the third 
round match against Iva Jovic of the U.S. on Saturday. AP

Arne Slot fired 
as Liverpool 
manager
AP  
BUDAPEST 

Liverpool fired manager 
Arne Slot on Saturday follow-
ing a troubled second season 
in charge, just a year after he 
won the Premier League title. 

Fenway Sports Group, the 
club's American ownership, 
said it made a “difficult” deci-
sion after Liverpool finished 
fifth and trophy-less in a dis-
appointing title defense. 

“We have collectively come 
to the conclusion that change 
is necessary in order for the 
club to keep moving for-
ward,” the ownership said in 
a statement. “Again, it must 
be stressed that this is not a 
decision which has been 
reached lightly, anything but.” 
Slot replaced club icon 
Jurgen Klopp in the summer 
of 2024 and led Liverpool to a 
record-tying 20th English 
league title. 

Liverpool spent an 
unprecedented $570 million 
to strengthen the squad for 
his second season but most of 
the expensive signings, 
including Florian Wirtz, 
Jeremie Frimpong and 
injury-hit striker Alexander 
Isak, underwhelmed.

Satwik-Chirag enter 
Singapore Open final
The Indian pair upsets world 
champions in doubles semifinal 
FPJ News Service 
SINGAPORE 

India’s top men’s doubles com-
bination of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
knocked off reigning world 
champions Kim Won Ho and 
Seo Seung Jae of Korea in 
straight games to reach the 
final of the Singapore Open 
Super 750 badminton tourna-
ment on Saturday.   

The fourth-seeded Indian 
pair registered their first vic-
tory over the Korean duo in 
three meetings, winning the 
semifinal clash 21-19, 21-18 in 
52 minutes to reach their sec-
ond World Tour final of the 
year. In the semifinal on 
Satwik and Chirag fought 
back after conceding early 
leads in both games against 
the Koreans. The Indian com-
bination trailed 8-13 and then 
13-17 in the opening game but 
held their nerves under press-
ure to clinch the game.  

 “When we were down, we 
kept calm and backed our-
selves because we knew if we 
stuck to our plan, they would 
crack at some point,” Chirag 

said after the match.  
The second game also saw 

the Indians trailing 11-14 
before they clinched six 
straight points to take a 17-14 
lead and then maintained that 
advantage to reach the final.   

Satwik and Chirag will now 
face the third seeds Fajar 
Alfian and Muhammad 
Shohibul Fikri of Indonesia. 

Meanwhile, the challenge of 
Indian mixed doubles pair 
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha 
Crasto ended in the semifinals 
after a 16-21, 21-17, 13-21 loss to 
Japan’s Yuichi Shimogami and 
Sayaka Hobara.

Chirag Shetty (L) and 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy. 
Badminton Photo

Mumbai Indians’ Shardul Thakur during a warm-up 
session before the IPL 2026 match against Kolkata 
Knight Riders at Eden Gardens recently. ANI

SCORELINES 

Naomi Osaka-Iva Jovic 
7-6(5), 6-7(3), 6-4 

Joao Fonseca-Novak 
Djokovic 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
7-5, 7-5  

CL final: Arsenal, PSG 
finish 1-1 after 90 mins
Agencies 
BUDAPEST 

Arsenal and defending 
champions Paris Saint-
Germain were locked 1-1 
after regulation time in the 
Champions League final in 
Budapest’s Puskas Stadium 
on Saturday. 

Kai Havertz latched onto 
a deflection and smashed 
home with less than six min-
utes on the clock in the first 
half. PSG equalised through 
their prolific scorer 
Ousmane Dembele on the 
penalty kick. 

After Havertz’s early goal, 

PSG upped the pressure in 
search of an equaliser and 
enjoyed major possession in 
the first half but Arsenal 
defended well.  

The PSG players appealed 
for a penalty once after 
Bukayo Saka mis-hit his 
clearance and the ball 
bounced up onto his arm. 
However, they finally earned 
penalty kick in the second 
half and the reigning Ballon 
d'Or holder Dembele kept 
calm from 12 yards to drag 
the penalty perfectly into 
the bottom corner, with 
David Raya diving the 
wrong way.


